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Tulsa's downtown business 
section is .9 of a mile nearer 
and seven minutes driving time 
quicker to International Airport 
via the new Crosstown-Gilcrease 
Expressway system than by 
humdrum street driving. 

And Pat Combs, airports man
ager, maintains many who fly 
[out of the airport aren't aware 

yet of what the expressways of
fer in getting from downtown 
to the terminal. 

"I've been approached a good 
many times since the express
way system opened and asked 
how to make connections from 
the airport and also from the 
downtown area," said Oombs. 

A TEST DRIVE MADE 
.Thursday showed the distance 

from a parking lot near 3rd) 
Street and Cheyenne Avenue to 
the terminal as 9.2 miles via 
the Crosstown-Gilcrease speed
ways. The driving time was 15 
minutes. 

Taking a conventional, city-
street route from the terminal 
back to the same parking lot 
resulted in driving 10.1 miles 
and taking 22 minutes to do it. 

From downtown, airport-bound 
travelers need to go out on 2nd 
Street, proceed on 1st Street 
where the two join just west of 
Peoria Ave., move along Ad
miral Boulevard and then hook 
up with the Crosstown at Dar
lington Avenue. 

THE DRIVING TIME OUT 
and back was done by keeping 
within the posted speed limits 
on city streets andi also on the 
expressway segments. It's one
way all the way from down
town, too. 

The return trip was made by 
proceeding to Memorial Drive 
from the terminal and going 
south to 4th Place and then 
moving westward on 4th Place 4 
until you pass Harvard Avenue/ 
and make the jog to 3rd Street./ 

Returning from the airportf 
finds one-way traffic only on 3ro| 
Street after passing Peoria Ave-1 
nue and actually into downtown \ 
traffic. 

COMBS SAYS, TOO, MANY 
have expressed concern about 
the best way to find the Gil-
crease-Crosstown complex after 
leaving the terminal. 

"The quickest and easiest 
way," says the manager, "is 
to drive to the terminal area 
entrance at Airport Road and 
Gilcrease Drive where the stop
light is located. 

"Go beyond the stoplight and 
under the Gilcrease Expressway 
and then make a sharp left onto 
the access road leading up to 
the expressway. 

"ONCE YOU ARE ON THE 
Gilcrease leg, the large green 
signs used to mark interstate 
highway systems are easily fol
lowed to the Crosstown." 

The Crosstown ends just east 
of Lewis Avenue. But there are 
one-way streets leading from 
that exit road directly into the 
downtown area via 1st Street. 

Going out to the airport from 
downtown, says Combs, motor
ists will find it quicker and eas
ier to stay on the Crosstown be
yond the Memorial Drive exit. 

About one-half mile past this 
road there is the exit for the 
Gilcrease, and it takes you right 
to the main roadi into the ter
minal-


